THIS patient, a woman, aged 59, first developed a spot on the left shin in September, 1923. It increased in size and eventually discharged, apparently a little serous fluid. Subsequently other lesions developed round it until this lumpy swelling, occupying the front and inner side of the lower third of the left leg, was formed. Last July she developed two similar nodules on the other leg, which I excised, and I show a section of one of them under the microscope; it is the most recent of the two, and it is starting deep down in the hypoderm, and the skin itself has hardly become affected at all. It has a typical granulomatous structure, and there are a fair number of giant cells present. Both the Wassermann and von Pirquet reactions are negative. I have had some of the tissue removed inoculated into guinea-pigs, but with negative results. Repeated cultures from the lesions have failed to yield any growth but staphylococci.
When I first saw the patient I thought it might be a bromide eruption, but the section shown enables us to exclude that. I have had her in hospital for some months, and we know she cannot have had bromide during that time. I then thought it was possibly sporotrichosis or blastomycosis, but I have failed to grow any fungus at all,
